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SWIMMING POOLS — SAFETY BARRIER INSPECTIONS 

Statement by Minister for Commerce 

MS A. SANDERSON (Morley — Minister for Commerce) [9.14 am]: Each year, in response to a recommendation 
made by the Ombudsman in the 2017 report Investigation into ways to prevent or reduce deaths of children by 
drowning, the Building Commissioner prepares a report on the progress of local governments in their inspections 
of private swimming pool safety barriers. The last report, Local government’s four yearly inspections of private 
swimming pool safety barriers 2018/19, was tabled by Hon John Quigley, MLA, then Minister for Commerce, in 
October 2019. The report identified that as at 30 June 2019, out of 161 960 pools in Western Australia, local 
governments had 2 545 pools that were considered overdue for inspection. At the time this meant that 2 545 pools 
had not been inspected within the required four-year period. We know from organisations such as Royal Life Saving 
Australia that drowning continues to be a leading cause of accidental death for children under the age of five and 
that the primary location of these drownings is private swimming pools. The Building Commissioner has now 
prepared a new progress report for the 2020–21 period. The report found that as at 30 June 2021, 2 673 inspections 
were overdue. That is an increase of 128 overdue pools on the findings from the previous report in 2018–19. The 
report also identified that local governments had conducted inspections at 46 469 properties in that 12-month period. 
I am pleasantly surprised that the number of overdue pools is not higher, given the impact and difficulties presented 
by COVID-19 in recent times. A report for the 2019–20 period was not compiled due to the significant impact of 
COVID-19 on local governments’ ability to conduct inspections during that period. I now table the Department of 
Mines, Industry Regulation and Safety’s progress report Local governments’ four yearly inspections of private 
swimming pool safety barriers 2020/21 for my colleagues’ information. 

[See paper 748.] 
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